[image: image1.png]Hicrog!gplwics and DNA

Pre-Activity Questions

1. What do you think the code says?

2. What clues do you have to help you figure out what the symbols might stand for?

3. Imagine you are an Egyptologist, someone who studies about Ancient Egypt. You enter a
tomb where there is a 20 ft. by 8 ft. wall covered with these symbols. What steps might you go
through to figure out what the writing says? Be specific!

4. How long do you think it might take to decipher a wall this size full of writing? What if the
wall were 200 ft. by 80 ft.?

Post-Activity Questions
5. How long did it take you to crack the code once you were given the key?

6. How would you rate the difficulty of cracking the code with the key on a scale of 1-5 (with 1
being easy and 5 being difficult)?

7. Scientists worked for nearly 100 years on cracking the “code” inside chromosomes. This code
is today known as DNA. DNA is the master copy of an organism’s information code. Explain
how cracking the hieroglyphics code is similar to what scientists had to do to discover what
DNA “meant”.

8. Why do you think it took scientists so long to figure out what DNA looked like and was made
of?





[image: image2.png]SOLUTION:

Rewrite in with proper spaces and punctuation:





