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Observation Lab

Background: One of the marks of good scientific investigation is being able to clearly and
accurately describe objects or events. This introductory activity will give you an opportunity to
exercise your observational skills.

Instructions: In the spaces provided below, made several descriptive
observations for each item. Keep each observation short—a single word or
a short phrase. You may use any appropriate term you wish, but try to be
specific and descriptive, not vague. Listed below are examples of specific
and vague terms.

Part 1: Scientific description of objects
Specific descriptive terms: rough, smooth, flaky, specific weight, color, or
size (measured), sharp.

Vague descriptive terms: big, small, heavy, light, gooey, icky, gross, cool, neat, ugly, bomb,
nasty, lame.

Item 1 Item 2 Item 3 Item 4
Item 5 Item 6 Item 7 Item 8
Item 9 Item 10 Item 11 Item 12
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Using your descriptions, group all twelve objects into groups with similar characteristics. You
must use at least 3 categories, and cannot use more than 4. In the spaces provided, give a title,
description, and a list of the objects for each group. The description needs to include the list of
characteristics that each group shares. Be prepared to share your reasons for grouping objects in
a class discussion!

Group T Group 2
Description: Description:
List of objects: List of objects:

Group 3 Group 4
Description: Description:
List of objects: List of objects:

Part 3: Descriptive writing

In the space below, write at least five sentences to specifically describe one (and only one) of
the objects. All sentences need to be complete, and have proper grammar, punctuation, and
spelling. If you need more space, continue writing on a separate sheet of paper and staple it to
this one. This should be your best work!
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