Welcome to 7th Grade Life Science!
Swope Middle School
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Instructor:
Mrs. Amy Nicolai and long-term sub Mr. Jason Moderzinsky
Room:

N-2
Email:

anicolai@washoeschools.net and   

jemoderzinsky@washoeschools.net
Website: 
http://mrsnicolaiscience.weebly.com

Phone #:
333-5330

Materials Needed in Class Every Day
· Panther Planner

· 3 ring binder that has science section in it
· Pen and pencil

· Lined loose leaf paper
Textbook

Life Science textbooks will be checked out to each student within the first week or two of school.  They need to be covered and kept at home.  I have a class set of textbooks so there is no need to bring it back and forth from school.  Near the end of May, textbooks will be returned to school.  Please take good care of your textbook, otherwise you may find yourself owing money for damage to the textbook.  Lost textbooks will need to be paid for by the end of the school year.  
Course of Study
This year will be a mixture of our current science standards along with some of the up and coming new science standards (NGSS).  Throughout this year we will be conducting inquiry labs.  Although they can be challenging at first, you will get used to them and find them to be (hopefully!) quite fun since YOU get to decide how you want to investigate a concept.  Here is a list of topics we will be covering this year:

· Characteristics and Needs of Living Things 
· Organization in Living Things

· Energy (photosynthesis and cell respiration)

· Reproduction

· Genetic Diversity and Genetic Modification

· Evolution 

· Animal Behaviors and Specialized Plant Structures and their roles in successfully propagating a species

· Ecology

Academic Grades

I have very high expectations for all of my students.  I expect you to try your best at all times and to take the time to do an excellent job on any task given to you.  Grading is mainly based on tests, quizzes, labs, projects, and homework.  I don’t grade every single thing that we do in class.  However, even if something is not graded, completing it has the purpose of helping yourself to do well on tests, quizzes, labs, and homework and I expect you to put forth your full effort.  Grading will be weighted according to the specifications set forth by the science department.  Tests/Quizzes are worth 50% of the grade, Classwork is worth 25% of the grade, and Lab is worth 25% of the grade.  
Behavior and Work Ethic Grades
Talk about an easy A!  All you have to do to earn an A in each of these categories is to stay on task, always try your best, and be on your best behavior.  How simple is that?!  We will be following the TRACE matrix (you’ll learn about this in Enrichment).  
Infinite Campus
Make sure you are logging in to Infinite Campus on a regular basis to check your grade and to see if you have any missing work.  Teachers make mistakes (shocking, I know!) so don’t throw away tests or assignments until you have made sure that it has been correctly entered into Infinite Campus.  Plus, those tests and assignments may come in handy for our final at the end of the year!  You may just want to keep them around.
Website

I have a website at http://mrsnicolaiscience.weebly.com.  You will find all sorts of helpful things on there.  If you are absent, check the website to see what you missed.  You can even download and print assignments that you missed or forgot to bring home with you from school.  I will also have extras (like links to interactive websites, for example) on there that can help you better understand a concept.  There will also be information about upcoming tests and quizzes.

Interactive Notebooks
Interactive notebooks will consist of stapling together loose leaf paper and adding a front and back cover.  You will need to provide the paper so always have a good supply.  We will make new notebooks for each unit.  The notebook will need to be organized and kept up to date.  It will be handed in periodically to be graded.  
If You Have a Question Please Ask!  

That is what I am here for and the reason you are in a learning group.  Don’t leave it until the last minute before a test to ask questions.  Ask as soon as possible so that we can get you back on the right track.  My email is anicolai@washoeschools.net.  I am also available if you drop in before school, after school, and during lunch/enrichment if you make an appointment.  I will respond to emails as soon as I am able.  You can also try calling the school at 333-5330 from 7 am to 3 pm or just stopping in whenever you have a moment.  Remember to check my website frequently, as well.
