Evolution Box Activity

Your task is to put the items in the box in the order your group thinks they evolved on Earth.  The oldest item would be first and the newest item would be last.  Write the number corresponding to the order, from 1 to 14, on the line next to each item.  Be prepared to discuss your group’s reasoning with the class!

Box #: ______

Group Member Names:
____________________________________






____________________________________

Each “Evolution Box” contains the following:

_____
small red apple


_____
small starfish


_____
butterfly



_____
small sand dollar


_____
piece of fern plant

_____
dried mushroom


_____
bird feather 


_____
dinosaur card

_____
crab shell



_____
frog card

_____
blue rose



_____
human card

_____
bunch of grass


_____
square pressed










seaweed

Total # of items = 14

· All items are expected to be returned in pristine (i.e. perfect) condition.  

· Items broken or destroyed will result in a loss of points for all group members.

· Please be gentle!
Name 








 Period 


Evolution Box Lab Questions

1. Was it easy or difficult to decide on the order the items should be in?  What was easy or difficult about it?  Explain. 

2. How did your group decide on the order the items should be in?  Describe the process and/or rules you came up with to help decide what should go where.

3. How did your order compare with the order of the other groups in class?  Was the order similar?  Different?  In what ways was it the same or different?

4. Were you surprised when the actual order was revealed?  Why or why not?  How close was your group’s order to the actual order these organisms appeared in the fossil record?
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